T = Canada

Gitwangak L
Battle Hil

National Historic Site of Canada




2018

Gitwangak
Battle Hill

National Historic Site of Canada

Management Statement



© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, represented
by the Chief Executive Officer of Parks Canada, 2018.

GITWANGAK BATTLE HILL NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE OF CANADA MANAGEMENT STATEMENT, 2018.

Paper: R64-530/2018E
978-0-660-26624-4

PDF: R64-530/2018E-PDF
978-0-660-26623-7

Cette publcation estaussidisponibke en francais.

For more information about the management statement orabout
GITWANGAK BATTLE HILL NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE OF CANADA:

GITWANGAK BATTLE HILL NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE OF CANADA
P.O.Box 37

Queen Charlotte, BC

VOT1S0

Tel: 250-559-8818, fax: 250-559-8366
Email: gitwangak-nhs@pc.gc.ca
www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/bc/gitwangak

Front cover image credit
©Parks Canada, Tim Swanky



Gitwangak Battle Hill National Historic Site
Management S tatement

Foreword

Canada’s national parks, national historic sites and national
marine conservation areas belong to all Canadians and offer
truly Canadian experiences.

These special placesmake up one ofthe finestand most
extensive systems of protected natural and cultural heritage
areasin theworld.

The Governmentis committed to preserving our naturaland
cultural heritage, expandingthe system of protected places
and contributing to the recovery of species-at-risk. At the
same time, we must continue to offer new and innovative
visitorand outreach programs and activitiesso that more
Canadianscanexperience Parks Canada places andlearn
about our environment, history and culture.

This new management statement for Gitwangak Battle Hill
National Historic Site of Canada supportsthisvision.

Management statements are developed through extensive
consultation and input from various people and
organizations, including Indigenous peoples,local and
regionalresidents, visitors and the dedicated team at Parks
Canada.

National parks, national historic sitesand national marine
conservationareasare a priority for the Government of
Canada. I would like to thank everyone who contributed to
this management statement for their commitment and spirit
of co-operation.

AstheMinisterresponsible for Parks Canada, I applaud this
collaborative effort and I am pleased to approve the
Gitwangak Battle Hill National Historic Site of Canada
Management statement.

Catherine McKenna
Minister of Environment and Climate Change and
Minister responsible for Parks Canada
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Introduction

The Parks Canada Agency manages one of the finestand most extensive systems of protected
naturalandhistoric areasin the world. The Agency’smandateis to protectand present these
placesforthebenefitand enjoyment of current and future generations. This management
statement outlines Parks Canada’s management approach and objectives for Gitwangak Battle
Hill National Historic Site of Canadaforthenext 10 years. It replaces the 2005 Ta’awdzep
Kitwanga Fort National Historic Sitesof Canada Management Plan.

Gitwangak Battle Hill National Historic Site was designated a national historic sitein 1971to
commemorate the significance ofthe eighteenth century Gitwangakhilltop fort,and forthesite’s
association with Gitwangak adaawak (history) whichrecallsthe epic battlesofthelegendary
warrior Chief Nekt who foughtto gain control of the network of lucrative trading trailsfromthe
Nass to the Kitimat Rivers. According to Gitwangak adaawak, the defensive fortificationswere
constructed by Chief Nekt. The battle hill fortification contained five cedar-planked longhouses,
constructed onthe summitofa hill and enclosed by a palisade. Archaeological research suggests
that the site had been occupied foratleasta century when, around 1835, it wasburned and
abandoned.

In 1981 the National Historic Site designation was expanded to recognize the national historic
significance of the Gitwangak Xwtsaan (totem poles)located about five kilometres so uth, in the
First Nations community of Gitwangak, British Columbia. The poles are owned by the Gitwangak
Band Council.

Gitwangak Battle Hill National Historic Siteis located in Kitwanga, British Columbia, adjacent to
Xdi Dax (Kitwanga River), about five kilometres north of Gitwangak. I'tis a self-interpreted site,
includinga trailand tri-lingual interpretive panels that were developed with membersofthe
Gitwangak First Nation and representatives of the Nekt family.

Originally, the site was recommended to the Minister for designation as “Fort Kitwanga” by the
Historic Sitesand Monuments Board of Canada. In 2006, the site was officially renamed
“GitwangakBattle Hill National Historic Site” at the request ofthe Gitwangak Band Council, the
main point of contact for the First Nationat that time.

This current management statement hasbeen developed withinput and support from an advisory
committee comprised of members ofthe Simgiget m Gitwangak Society (hereditaryleaders). The
Simgiget'm Gitwangak Society wasestablished in 2015 and is responsible for management of all
lands, waters and resources within Gitwangak traditional territory outside the boundaries of the
GitwangakReserve.

During the development of this management statement, the advisory committee requested the
official name “Gitwangak Battle Hill National Historic Site” be revised to “ Gitwangak Ta’awdzep
National Historic Site”. The change reflects the substitution ofthe Gitxsan word (ta’awdzep) for
the Englishversion (battle hill). Whilethe processforrenaming a national historic siteis outside
the authority of Parks Canada and this management statement, “Gitwangak Ta’awdzep National
Historic Site” will be used through the remainder of this document to reflect theintent forthis
process tobeundertaken.



Management Objectives

The following section outlinesthe strategic direction for the management of Gitwangak
Ta’awdzep National Historic Site over the next 10 years. Parks Canada will maintainan open
dialogue ontheimplementation of thismanagement statement, to ensure thatit remainsrelevant
and meaningful.

Parks Canada will meet annually with the Simgiget’m Gitwangak Society to seek input onwork
plans that will achieve the objectives of thismanagement statement.

Building Relationships with the Gitwangak First Nation: Parks Canadarespects
Indigenousrights and building mutually beneficial relationships with Indigenous communitiesis
a priorityforthe Agency.

For the GitwangakTa’awdzep National Historic Site, Parks Canada works with the Gitwangak
First Nationto incorporate traditional knowledge, valuesand cultural heritage, and to ensure:
e The site is suitably protected.
e Thereasonsforthenational significance ofthe Gitwangak Ta’awdzep National Historic
Site and thesite’srolein Canadian history are effectively communicated to the public.
e The site’s heritage values are respected by all whose decisions or actions affect the site.
e The GitwangakFirst Nation’s adaawakassociated with the national historic siteis
accurately and respectfully commemorated.

Parks Canada offerstechnical advice to the Gitwangak First Nationonthe protectionand
presentation of the Gitwangak Xwtsaan (totem poles) located in Gitwangak.

Maintaining Relationships with Local Partners: Parks Canada works with the Simgiget'm
Gitwangak So ciety, Gitwangak Band Council and Kitwanga community association in the
maintenance, presentation,and promotion of the site.

Cultural Resource Conservation: Parks Canada protects cultural resources atits heritage
placesin accordance withits Cultural Resource Management Policy (2013) and the Standards
and Guidelines forthe Conservation of Historic Places in Canada (2010). Thisincludesbasic
monitoringofthe state of cultural resources, and documentation ofinterventionsat the national
historic site. At Gitwangak Ta’awdzep National Historic Site, management effortsalso ensure:
e Theopencharacter ofthe historicallandscape surrounding Ta’awdzep aswell asthe
viewscapeto and from the summit of Ta’awdzep is maintained.
e Thenaturaland cultural resources ofthe designated place are notlost,impaired or
threatened by human actions withinor outside the site.
e All decisions concerningthe protectionand maintenance ofthe designated place are
made in accordance with the principles of cultural resource managementincluding:
o understandingheritage value
o sustainable conservation
o Dbenefitsto Canadians.

Site Maintenance: Parks Canada maintainsthe property it administersso as torespectthe
site’s heritage values and presenta positive image to the public. Parks Canada provides annual
site maintenance with a focus onvisitor facilities and safety. Parks Canada works with the
Simgiget'm Gitwangak Society and local residents to ensure the site and itsfacilities are safe,
cleanand welcoming during the visitor season.

Public Appreciation and Promotion: Parks Canada providesinformation about the
significance of Gitwangak Ta’awdzep National Historic Site on itswebsite,and onthe Canadian
Register of Historic Places. In addition, Parks Canadaoffers a visitor brochure to complement tri-
lingual interpretive panelslocated throughout the site, describing the traditional adaawak
associated with thesite.
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Summary of Strategic Environmental Assessment

Parks Canada is responsible for assessing and mitigating the impacts of management actionson
ecosystemsand on cultural resources. The Cabinet Directive onthe Environmental A ssessment of
Policy, Planand Program Proposals (2010) prepared by the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Agency, requires a strategic environmental assessment of all plans and policy
submitted to the federal Cabinetorto a Minister for approval deemed to have important positive
or negative environmental effects.

A strategic environmental assessment was undertaken onthis management statement, and the
management directionfound withinhasbeen adjusted to respond to findings. The following is a
summary oftheenvironmental assessment:

Strategic environmental assessment methods were used to evaluate the environmental effects
likely to arise fromimplementing the October 2016 draft management statement for Gitwangak
Battle Hill National Historic Site of Canada. The management statement outlines Parks Canada’s
managementapproach and objectives for the site which support fulfilment ofthe Parks Canada
Agency’smandate. Theresultsofthe strategic environmental assessment are briefly summarised
here.

Objectivesin the management statement focus on building relationships with the Gitwangak First
Nationwhosehistoryand cultureis central to the site; maintaining relationshipswithlocal
partners; protecting the cultural resources and heritage places at the site; maintaining the site
amenities and facilities; and promotingthe site so the public better understands and appreciates
the traditional stories and history associated with the site. Implementation of actions to fulfil the
objectives in the management statement are expected to increase thelevel of cultural resource
protectionand commemorative integrity at Gitwangak Battle Hill National Historic Site of
Canada. There are no important negative environmental effects anticipated from management
statementimplementation. All objectives proposed in the October 2016 draft management
statement for Gitwangak Battle Hill National Historic Site of Canadaare consistent with Parks
Canada policy, and the Kitwanga Fort National Historic Site Commemorative Integrity
Statement (2000).

Individual projectsundertaken to implement management statement objectivesat the site will be
evaluatedto determine ifan impact assessmentis required under the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act2012,0r successor legislation. Ininstanceswhere animpact assessment is
required, no project workwillbe undertaken untilthe impact assessment is completed and Parks
Canada hasmade a decisionto proceed with the project. A more detailed strategic environmental
assessment was undertaken forthe 2005 Kitwanga Fort National Historic Site (now knownas
Gitwangak Battle Hill National Historic Site) Management Plan. The strategic environmental
assessment identified environmental effects sources as well as suggested means to mitigate these
effects. That documentshould be consulted prior to undertaking vegetation management
activitiesthat may result in expansion of invasive weed species populations at the site.
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